February, 2024 Notes
Presbytery of Santa Fe
EarthCare Team

Friends, here is some information about current EarthCare activities and opportunities. Please share this
with your congregation’s Mission Network representative(s). Thanks.

Presbyterians for Earth Care (PEC)

PEC is a national eco-justice network that cares for God’s creation by connecting, equipping, and
inspiring Presbyterians to make creation care a central concern of the church. This is a network where
individuals and also congregations may join. There is a newsletter that anyone (member or not) may
receive.

To see the various resources and programs PEC organizes and offers, go to: presbyearthcare.org

Among them are: Advent and Lenten Devotionals, support for starting a congregational
EarthCare team, archived and new Theological reflections about caring for God’s creation, Educational
Resources including recordings of previous workshops and resource packets (Santa Fe Presbytery’s
resource packet is included in last year’s (2023) listing), plus links to related PCUSA programs, groups,
and interfaith organizations.

If you would like to receive the newsletter, please send an email to:
pec@presbyterearthcare.org

PCUSA’s Earth Care Congregational Certification Program
s your church active in earth care or interested in becoming more involved in being stewards of God'’s

earth? Use “Earth Care Congregations: A Guide to Greening Presbyterian Churches” to find ideas for
earth care projects. Disponsible en Espaiol

To become certified as Earth Care Congregations churches take the “Earth Care Pledge” and complete
activities and projects in the fields of worship, education, facilities and outreach. Submit your
application (see below “getting started”) January 1-February 15 of the calendar year in which you’d like
to be certified.

Download an Earth Care Congregations bulletin insert.

Getting started: Earth Care Congregations applications
NEXT ENROLLMENT PERIOD: January 1-Feb 15 2025

Get started on the path to becoming an Earth Care Congregation or find re-certification materials by
downloading “Earth Care Congregations: A Guide to Greening Presbyterian Churches.”

To become certified as a PC(USA) Earth Care Congregation in the first year, a church fills out the Earth
Care Pledge and tracks its commitments to earth care in the areas of worship, education, facilities, and
outreach. The Earth Care Congregation First Year Application (excel form) is to be submitted between


https://www.presbyterianmission.org/site_media/media/uploads/environment/pdf/eccguidetogreeningchurches2013.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/earth-care-congregations-guide-greening-presbyteri/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/site_media/media/uploads/environment/pdf/eccguidetogreeningchurches2013.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/una-guia-para-la-ecologizacion-de-las-iglesias-presbiterianas/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/earth_care_pledge-church.docx
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/earth-care-congregations-bulletin-insert/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/earth-care-congregations-guide-greening-presbyteri/

January 1—February 15, by online form which can be found at: http://surveys.pcusa.org/s3/Earth-Care-
Congregation-Application.

To become re-certified as a PC(USA) Earth Care Congregation, a church tracks its continued
commitments to earth care in the areas of worship, education, facilities, and outreach. Progress in each
of the areas should be marked since the time of the last certification. The Earth Care Congregation
Recertification Application is to be submitted between January 1—February 15, by online form found
at http://surveys.pcusa.org/s3/Earth-Care-Congregation-Application.

The Green Amendment

We continue to support efforts to pass a Green Amendment to the New Mexico Constitution. We
encourage Presbyterians to sign the petition in support of the Amendment
(https://nmgreenamendment.org/act-now/sign-the-petition/) here is a place for us to sign as individuals
as well as organizations. Let’s work together to make clean air, soil, and water a constitutional right in
New Mexico!

2024 Earth Day, Monday, April 22
Suggested date for this is April 21

This would be a great time to have a guest speaker at your adult education class and/or your teenage
class. Teen agers are often very receptive audiences having a long term outlook on the condition of
God’s earth that we so depend on. Ask around and you may find someone in your congregation that has
taken an interest in reading some of the many documents and news items available on so many topics
related to Earth Care. It would not have to be for the whole hour of the class, depending on the interest
of the speaker, perhaps 10 — 15 minutes would work. If such a speaker is not available check with the
Presbytery Earth Care team and they will provide the incumbent leader of that class with a set of
discussion questions and answers. Email Dave Wasserman for this. davewass1948 @gmail.com

Secondly, congregations are strongly encouraged to do something during the Worship Service because
that will have the greatest impact and touch the most people. Prayer time might be best. Pray for: 1)
Health of God'’s creation, which has been greatly compromised by the activities of mankind (greenhouse
gas releases, plastic use etc.) over recent times. 2) Knowledge for each of us in ways individuals can
reduce their personal impact. 3) Knowledge and wisdom for world leaders, and especially for leaders of
our Nation, that they might lead us in a way that will provide a healthy, productive globe for future
generations.

FINALLY, please remember to look at the current issue of Las Noticias for Marlin Johnson’s weekly
EarthCare suggestions and share them with your congregation.
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