Presbytery of Santa Fe
Commission on Preparation for Ministry

Discerning Service of Commissioned [Ruling Elder] Pastors (CP)
and Certified Ruling Elders (CRE)

Commissioned [Ruling Elder] Pastor (CP):

Definition:

Is a Ruling Elder in the PC(USA), and ordinarily show a record of at least two
years’ active service in church governance and leadership on the session,

Is endorsed by church of membership (home church) having been a
member of that church for at least two years,

Submits an application for approval by the Committee on Preparation for
Ministry (CPM),

Completes, at a minimum, a certificate of ministry program from a PC(USA)-
associated seminary,

Completes a presbytery-approved boundary training and a psychological
evaluation,

Is examined and certified by both CPM and the Commission on Ministry
(COM) to serve as a Commissioned Pastor

Service:

1.

Ordinarily, a CP will not be commissioned to pastoral service in the church
of membership (home church) but will be commissioned to service
elsewhere in the Presbytery. Exceptions may be made for unusual
circumstances where the mission of the Presbytery will be benefited by the
exception.

A CP may be commissioned to serve in a particular congregation in a
general pastoral role, in a particular congregation in a specific pastoral role,
or at the Presbytery level to fill either general or particular needs in a
validated ministry. Again, the commissioning is guided by the Presbytery’s
strategy for mission and ministry and the gifts and sense of call of the
candidate for commissioning. A special worship service celebrating the
commission may be planned to mark the beginning of a particular ministry.

. The CP and the commissioned service is guided by the Book of Order G-

2.10.
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4. The CP will be compensated at or above the Presbytery's minimum
compensation policy and in accordance with COM's fair compensation
guidelines.

5. Once commissioned, the CP will be a member of the Presbytery with full
voice and vote.

Certified Ruling Elder (CRE):
Definition:
e Is a Ruling Elder in the PC(USA),
e |s endorsed by church of membership (home church),
e Completes a training supervised by CPM,
e Completes an application for approval by the Commission on Ministry for
particular service

Service:
A CRE can be certified for particular service based on the training completed.
Whether the CRE can serve the church of membership depends on the particular
service, detailed below. A CRE can be certified to provide multiple services. The
CRE will be compensated at or above the Presbytery's minimum compensation
policy for particular services.

a. Preaching:

i. CRE may preach at the church of membership with the
permission and under the supervision of the session.

ii. CRE may preach at another church in the Presbytery at the
invitation of the employed pastor.

iii. CRE may apply with the COM to be added to the Presbytery’s
Pulpit Supply List. A CRE on the pulpit supply list may preach
at any church in the Presbytery when invited.

b. Session Moderator:

i.  CRE may not serve as the session moderator of the church of
membership and should not moderate any meetings of the
church of membership without the express permission of the
COM.

ii. CRE may moderate at another church at the invitation of the
employed pastor.
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CRE may apply with the COM to serve as an appointed
moderator for churches temporarily searching for a pastor or
that is served solely by a moderator.

c. Administer Communion:

CRE may administer communion at the church of membership
with the permission and under the supervision of the session.
CRE may administer communion at another church in the
Presbytery at the invitation of the employed pastor if no other
Ministers of Word & Sacrament are easily available.

CRE may apply with the COM to administer communion for
churches without leadership from a Minister of Word and
Sacrament.

d. Pastoral Care:

CRE may provide pastoral care at the church of membership
with the permission and under the supervision of the session.
CRE may provide pastoral care at another church in the
Presbytery at the invitation of the employed pastor.

CRE may apply with the COM to provide pastoral care for
churches without leadership from a Minister of Word and
Sacrament.
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